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"C" KOREA, gouth Korean Popular Discontant Increaaes with Improved Military 
Si tuation . Ambassador Mucclo reports that, as the military situation has 
Improved, popular discontent with the extraordinary martial law which has 
been in effect throughout South Korea since 7 December has increased. The 
ROK Government has bo.5n forced gradually, and apparently reluctantly, to 
lift martial lay? on Choju Island and in the five southernmost provinces yjhere 
immediate danger obviously no longer exists. Excepted areas are certain 
' guerrilla-infested sections, end also Fusan and Taegu. As logistical mili- 
tary bases the Government claims that the se two cities require special 
protection against fifth column activity. 


COmENT I YJhilo this is Muccio's first cable in s ome time relative to pop ular 


dissatisfaction with the South Korean Govgrnment, | ~] that 


the Government's arbitra-^^v and dictatorial ways have aroused opposition among 
the people and in the Kational Assembly, The volume of criticism of such 
unpopular measures as the Government's martial law has and will continue to 
reflect UN military successes and failures. 
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BEljGIDM, Ccanmunlats Sabotage Postal Commanlcationg vith Belgian 
Korean Yolaixteerg> According to the head of the coimnittee ttrging 
civilian firupport for the Belgian contingent to Korea^ the Belgian 
CommiinlBte have thua far effeotively aabotaged ooamBonleatlona between 
the volunteers in Korea and their f aadliea^ The Commanista have In^ 
filtrated the Minlatiy of Comraanicationa so that letters have been 
burned l^y GoBmnmist-lnfluenced postmen and packages to the troops 
in Korea have been pilfered off the shlps« The Belgian public and 
press have remained silent due to the reluctance of the Minister of 
Coramanlcations and ettrrently Acting Pri me Minister Seegers to admit 
this state of affairs in his Ministry* | 

COMMENTi This Is the first indication of the present extent of 
Communist Infiltration in the Ministry of Conmunlcations* Cocmiunlst 
Influence in the Gove2*nment* s Ministries is believed to have become 
negligible following the imtieGkiate postwar period* If Gomunlst 
sabotage activities have been as successful as indicated for the 
more than four months that Belgian troops have been in Korea^ it 
seems hl^ily unlikely that the sltuatlen has not been leaked to the 
press* Furthermore^ Seeger^s reluctance to take action does not. 
seem plausible in view of the Govwnment^s aggressive anti-^Conmunlst 
campaign, which includes the dismissal of Government employees actively 
combining Communist activities with their Government positions. 
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«B" KOREA . ROK Interest In Extending Administration North of the 38th . 

Ambassador Austin has learned from UN sources of a recent call paid the 
ROK Prime Minister to the Turkish ohairman of UNGURK (United Nations 
Comndssion for the Unification and Rehabilitation pf Korea). The Prime 
Minister inquired relative to UNCURK's position on the question of admini* 
stering North Korean terrltoiy which may be liberated in the future, and he 
eocpressed the wish that UNGURK would agree that the ROK has the right to 
appoint local administrators and to Insure public order through the use of 
ROK police. The Chairinan was non-qoimrdttal but took the position that the 
liberated areas s hould be under military administration. 


GQMMEHT ; A similar problem arose when UN Forces advanced 
into North Korea last October, This Is the first notice this year, however, 
of renewed ROK interest in administering liberated North Korean territory. 
The Prime Minister •s inquiry is a ftrther indication of the ROK Government's 
determination to eradicate the 3dth Parallel as a political boundary and to 
extend its authority to the Yalu River, 
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